Status of the Acropora palmata coral reef
system at the Tres.Palmas I\/Iarme
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* One of the most extensive Elkhorn coral (A.
palmata) reefs of Puerto Rico

* A. palmata listed as an endangered coral spp.
« Main precursor/driver of the designation of the

- . Tres Palmas reef as a Marine Reserve

+ ~Included m&héﬂ’aﬂonﬁworal reef’ Monitoring
PQrogr_am (DNER/NQAA) since 2004 -
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Highest live coral cover reef system among those studied
from Natural Reserves in PR with live coral cover
averaging 36 -.40.0 % from 2004 2007 =

A. palmata represents ~ 80 % of the total {eef subs’[r%;é‘s _
cover. %c@?a’s ~ y
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branchlng A. palmata, encrushng grow’th forms prevall
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Coral Species

Acropora palmata
Diploria strigosa
Diploria clivosa
Montastraea annularis
Porites astreoides
Montastrea cavernosa
Isophyllia sinuosa

Agaricia agaricites
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, fLoss of 19.5 % in substrate
. t|ssue necrosis associated Wl’t Ha’ O >3
ITw}dence of disease high at the i
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“White pgx-disease is specifie 5
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t’ -.v-f Whlté' POX d|§éd§e caused by fecal enterlc bactenum (Serratia

/%‘ai‘éegrcens) of pOSSIble fuman origin .
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Need

The monumental losses of A. palmata associated
with White Pox disease in the FKNMS and elsewhere
in the Caribbean signify an urgent need for the

protection of this species in P
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